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01 Flower ministry 

Caring for our members during the pandemic presented 
numerous challenges.  The standard pastoral visit has not 
been an option, with all the restrictions on in-person 
gathering particularly present in medical communities where 
many of my visits would take place. In-home communion and 
hospital visits became ministries of a former era- much to my 
chagrin.   

Many of you have would have normally received these kind of 
visits, but COVID has simply changed the face of ministry.  In 
keeping up with the tides of change, I developed a pandemic 
version of pastoral care: a flower ministry.   

When I knew of a member’s need for some support, I went 
straight to Trader Joe’s and bought up lots of flowers (they 
have the BEST deals!).  I spent time arranging them while 
praying for the recipient before delivering the bouquet to their 
doorstep.  While this isn’t something I ever imagined doing in 
my first year here, it worked as a way for me to get to know 
some of you and to provide the pastoral presence I haven’t 
been able to provide due to the pandemic. 

I’ve been taking pictures of these bouquets, and figured you 
might enjoy taking a look at some of my favorites.  Here are a 
few of the beloved bouquets I’ve arranged for our members… 
which also turned into an added ritual for our burial services 
in the Memorial Garden.  When I made bouquets for bereaved 
members, I pruned them and saved the petals for the 
interment.   

Once the ashes were placed, families were invited to spread 
petals atop the ashes.  This helped to create a participatory 
element that was much needed because most grieving 
families had to postpone proper memorial services until a 
later date.  It was surprisingly meaningful, and quite beautiful, 
to see a few of ours laid to rest amidst the beauty of petals 
spread by their loved ones. 

Pastoral Care in the time of COVID



02 MOVIE NIGHTS

Our summer showing of “Over the Hedge” was a 
success.  We had an entire row of cars comprised of 
visitors (pictured to the left).  Nearly all of them heard 
about our pandemic-safe event through the Facebook 
page, “Mountainside Matters,” or through the Nursery 
school.  Our efforts to provide a way for folks to gather in 
a time of distance helped to foster community for church 
members and beyond.  

Special thanks to John Salvato and Susan Vice for their 
hard work in putting these two events together.  Also- to 
Diane McCurdy and Gladys Cantagallo for their help at 
the event! There were numerous other volunteers whose 
work was greatly appreciated.  Thanks to all who 
contributed. 
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Halloween Movie Night 
The summer 
showing went well, 
so we decided to 
host another drive-in 
movie night.  We 
added a few things 
to the event this 
time, including treat 
boxes and an open-
air photo booth! 
Everyone who came 
enjoyed getting in 
front of the camera 
to pose before the 
spooky backdrop… 
some goofy photos 
were definitely taken.  
Everyone was feeling 
the spirit. 

This time we showed 
“The Wizard of Oz,” 
a family favorite.  We 
had a number of 
members come join 
who we hadn’t seen 
in a while.  Again, 
another success. 



03 Opening and Closing 

After being open for about two 
months, we experienced a wave of 
COVID cases in our nursery school 
and our membership.  We closed to 
recover from that, and then stayed 
closed to skip the surge that came 
with the holidays. As the vaccine 
became available, session decided to 
remain closed until we can safely 
reopen.  

While closed, we got inventive with 
our annual Officer Installation 
(pictured to the right) done for the 
first time ever on Zoom.  Coffee hours 
on Zoom have been another treat 
we’ve enjoyed while ministry has 
been virtual. 

After the initial wave of shutdowns last year, we were 
excited to reopen in the fall.  Our Covid-19 committee 
worked diligently to prepare us for a safe re-opening.  
The first Sunday we worshipped together in person 
(pictured to the right) was a day worthy of rejoicing. 

We had temperature checks at the door, mask 
mandates, pews roped off to keep social distancing in 
place, we removed hymnals, bibles and bulletins to 
keep high touch surfaces at a minimum, and we 
skipped on the singing.  So much change!  

Covid Closures 



04 Santa Claus is coming to town 
 In years past, it’s been a CPC tradition for the pastor to host a 
party for church officers.  Instead of having folks at the manse, 

we had a little Zoom party, complete with lots of reindeer 
games.  To create more a sense of connection, I pulled out my 
best elf skills to prepare some gifts for our Deacons, Trustees, 
and Elders. Thankfully, a very special someone agreed to serve 
as Santa… he got his sleigh all ready (a red convertible), suited 
up, had Christmas songs playing loud for all to hear (with the 
top down in cold weather…!), and set out on his merry way to 
spread the spirit.  Rich Jurgens went from house to house to 
deliver these packages to our officers… the perfect Santa.

Children’s book author, Glenys Nellist, offered to do a personal 
reading of her book “Christmas Love Letters from God,” for us 
here at CPC.  There are 7 stories that tell the tale of Jesus’ birth, 
and each story ends with a love letter.  Glenys read these aloud 
for us, and between each story, we featured a Christmas song 
sung by the Falso girls and Olivia Giordano.  It worked as a nice 
alternative to a children’s pageant in a year where we could not 
gather together to enjoy a special children’s ministry at 
Christmastime.  There are 61 views on YouTube, which means this 
reached many families this past Advent.  



A Corona Christmas 
was a challenge we 
accepted here at CPC.  
Our annual Giving Tree 
ministry went on, we 
just got a little more 
creative.  Instead of 
setting up the tree in 
the narthex and buying 
gifts for a specific 
recipient, we went with 
gift cards for families in 
need.  Those gifts were 
well received (as 
pictured on the bottom 
left). 


Our annual Turkey & 
Ham drive took on a 
similar format- instead 
of collecting big birds, 
we just collected 
donations and 
delivered gift cards as 
well (pictured top left). 
Our Deacon board 
coordinated these 
ministries to ensure 
our outreach was 
extended to those 
whose tables might 
have otherwise been 
empty.  

Lessons and Carols 

The 16th Annual Festival of Lessons and Carols was held this past 
year via YouTube on December 13, 2020. Although we were not 

able to gather in person for this beloved annual service, our church 
family was once again blessed by the time and talent given by 

dedicated members who participated in a more intimate service of 
seasonal solos, duets, and instrumental pieces. Joseph was thrilled 
to be able to work closely with each of these members, as well as 

harpist Joanne Hansen, to produce a smaller-scale service that 
reminded us of the season's true meaning. Many members look 

forward to this experience each year, and consider it an "ushering 
in" of the season. Thank you to all of our musicians for making this 

year's service possible and for this important ministry of our church. 
(Cover art for the program drawn by Judy Kersey, pictured above. )

Our Christmas Eve worship services reached 204 
views! That means our normal “attendance” of about 

200 people at Christmas was achieved again this 
year, even amidst the pandemic.  



05 Newly Installed 

Your PNC (Pastoral Nominating Committee, pictured 
above) and I found each other in 2019.  About this time 
last year, this congregation voted to call me as your 
next pastor.  David and I packed up and moved across 
the country to begin our ministry in Mountainside, and 
not even two Sundays passed in person before the 
pandemic hit…! We went virtual right away.  

I kept postponing my installation, hoping to have the 
prayer in person.  The laying of hands is so powerful I 
was hoping we could share that moment together in 
the sanctuary… but eventually it was clear I needed to 
just get it done (since the Presbytery of Elizabeth was 
dissolving March 1, 2021 and taking up new boundary 
lines as of the same date), so we hosted it via Zoom on 
Jan. 31st. Pictured to the right are those who joined us 
(from all over the globe! Paris, France and beyond) and 
the final benediction I gave as your newly installed 
pastor.  So happy it’s official! 
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