
PROVERBS 
Bible Study



INTRODUCTORY INFO

➤ Typically authorship is 
assigned to King Solomon (ca. 
970 BCE) 

➤ Temple scribes recorded the 
texts 

➤ Editorial composition began 
fifth to third century BCE 
(Claudia van Camp and Carole 
Fontaine)



MAIN 
CONCEPTS

1. Teach wisdom 
2. Avoid  folly  

3. Wisdom is a moral code 
4. Follow the path of 

righteousness 
5. Steer clear of the path to ruin



UNDERLYING THEOLOGY
➤ Since wisdom is more than an intellectual pursuit, and it is an 

active behavioral pursuit, the paths of wisdom & folly come 
coupled with consequences  

➤ Consequences are imbued with religious values: wise + 
righteous, or simple + sinful 

➤ The wise and righteous earn their titles primarily through 
experience 

➤ Learnedness is not the heart of wisdom; good religious 
practice is the heart of wisdom



RIGHTEOUSNESS
This concept is often 
confused with piety 

Righteousness for 
Hebrews meant communal 

ethos 
cf. Brueggemann , p. 177 



WISDOM IN ISRAELITE TRADITION 
➤ 1. More practical than covenantal (cf. Brueggemann 1, p. 232) 

➤ 2. God’s will is hidden in the fabric of those practical teachings (cf. Bruggemann 
2, p. 232) 

➤ 3. Distinct from revelation: this body of knowledge is transmitted through 
socialization  

➤ a. Although Scripture is a form of revelation, and this knowledge is shared in 
the Word, the authoritative source of “Wisdom” is not given through a written 
record of God’s direct actions in history 

➤ b. The direct action in history that links this to God’s self is the act of Creation: 
when God created the world to contain the fabric of society so it would reflect 
God’s goodness  

➤ c.  Wisdom is from God, but instead of being overtly revealed, it is to be sought 
out  

➤ d. Once found, life can be richly lived according to God’s will 



FINAL THOUGHTS 
ON WISDOM 

Gaining wisdom is a 
process; a constant search 

for betterment of self 

This isn’t so different from 
our modern concept of self-

actualization 



WISDOM BOOKS
➤ Proverbs is a part of a larger 

biblical corpus, called Wisdom 
Literature 

➤ Eccl; Job; Song of Songs are 
included  

➤ Each have their own 
interpretation of wisdom, 
however, so this definition of a 
fixed moral fabric is in some 
sense distinct to the book of 
Proverbs





WOMAN WISDOM
The central character of Proverbs



WHO IS SHE? 
➤ Scholars debate who she is 

➤ Some believe she is wisdom 
personified, a contrast to the 
Strange Woman (cf. 2:16) 

➤ Others believe she is the divine 
authority who played a role in 
Creation (cf. 3:19-20) 

➤ Some consider her one in the 
same woman as the “wife” 
character (cf. 5:18; ch.31) 

➤ Others believe she is simply a 
“teacher” for the audience of 
youth 

➤ She’s even thought of as a prophet



THE STRANGE 
WOMAN 

Woman wisdom’s foe?



Who is this other character? 

1. A strange foreigner (cf. 2:16) 

2. An adulteress (cf. 6:24) 

3. A prostitute (cf. 7:10) 

4. A character of temptation (i.e. the opposite of 
a teacher!) 

5. The personification of unrighteousness and 
folly (the contrast to Woman Wisdom) 



SOME BELIEVE THEY ARE 
ONE IN THE SAME: TWO 

SIDES OF THE SAME WOMAN



CHAPTER 1
➤ vv. 1-19: Setting the scene “righteous v. wicked” 

➤ vv. 20-33: Introduction of Woman Wisdom  

➤ v. 1:7 “Obedience to the precepts of righteousness may begin 
from childlike fear of punishment but matures into adult moral 
conscience.”  

➤ “Fear” in Hebrew can also mean reverence towards God, i.e. 
piety  

➤ v. 1:8 audience: Son/children; standard narrator: Father/
parental figure/mother 

➤ vv. 12 & 15: Sheol and path- the path of unrighteousness leads 
to Sheol (the place of the dead) 



MENTORSHIP
➤ Seeking out the wisdom of 

elders is a longstanding 
Christian Tradition 

➤ The father:son model is based 
on a nuclear family unit in a 
patriarchal society 

➤ Given that we are leaps and 
bounds past that family model 
as the standard, who has been 
an instrumental mentor in your 
spiritual development?  

➤ Has their been a “Woman 
Wisdom” who has called out to 
you personally? 



CHAPTER 2

➤ vv. 1-15: Parent resumes narration to son 

➤ vv. 16-22: The Strange Woman is introduced  

➤ Strange can refer to a foreigner, a non-native Israelite, and 
therefore also implies that she may be from another religious 
affiliation; the adultery isn’t literal (as in extramarital); it’s a 
religious adultery (falling prey to non-Hebrew practices) 

➤ v. 2:5: the fear of the Lord is understood in the found treasure 
of wisdom 



WHAT DO WOMEN HEAR? 
➤ Since the women play roles in 

the text, while men are 
presumed to narrate and serve 
as the audience… what do 
women hear about themselves? 

➤ Men are offered choice here, 
between the two women, but 
what choice are women offered?  

➤ Are they trapped by 
preconceived notions about 
types of women: as wholly good 
or wholly bad?  

➤ Are women really that easily 
defined? (cf. Yoder) 



CHAPTER 3

➤ vv. 1-12: lifelong lessons 

➤ vv. 11-12: tests from God?  

➤ vv. 13-18: Wisdom personified- “she,” “jewels,” etc…  

➤ vv. 19-20: Wisdom’s part in creation- God’s counterpart in 
creation?? (cf. John 1:1-15, Logos) 

➤ vv. 27-31: Literal commands… “Do…”



CO-CREATOR?
➤ cf. 3:19-20 

➤ “The Lord by Wisdom formed 
the earth…” 

➤ Wisdom is more than a 
character  

➤ What is she? 
We will find out more about 
this Creative Power she holds 
in chapter 8



BODY LANGUAGE
Notice how often body parts are 

referred to throughout these three 
chapters? 

There is an underlying worldview about 
embodiment at play here.  Hebrew 

culture upheld a more holistic view of 
human existence that didn’t separate 

body and mind, spirit and flesh, but 
entwined the two (cf. Yoder, p. 234) 



CLOSING QUESTIONS
➤ 1. Why do you think the 

authors chose women as 
characters to examine?  

➤ 2. Fear and punishment play 
major roles in these chapters.  
What does that say to you 
theologically?  

➤ 3. Do you think the path to 
wisdom and righteousness is 
filled with grace?  

➤ 4. What has your experience 
been in “finding” wisdom in 
God’s creation? 


